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March 15, 2007

TO: House Education Committee

RE:  Full-time Kindergarten proposal

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee,

My name is Ian Davidson, and I live in Great Falls, Montana. I regret that I am unable to attend
this important hearing, and I very much appreciate your accepting my testlmony with regard to
the issue of full time kindergarten.

As a grandfather of children who have experienced full-time kindergarten in Great Falls, lam
very grateful for the benefits my grandchildren have received from this wonderful program.
Their growth in one short year, both behaviorally and academically, has been very apparent.

I also support full-time kindergarten as a member of the business community. As one who has
spent his career and built a business assessing investments, [ see this program as a valuable
investment in the economy of Montana. We know an educated workforce is the key to attracting
new businesses to our state and growing our existing businesses. Studies tell us that full-time
kindergarten lays a better educational and social foundation for our future engineers, teachers,
poets, chemists and entrepreneurs. Such a foundation could allow more of our Montana students
a better chance of succeeding academically, of excelling in school, and of graduating with
achievable dreams.

Full-time kindergarten is a program that provides both short term and long-term benefits. It has
the potential to immediately improve the education and daily lives of our students and to ensure a
well-educated workforce for the future of our state.

I ask the members of the House Education Committee to give SB 123 your full and positive
consideration. ‘
Respectfully,

Ian B. Davidson

Chairman, Davidson Companies

Chairman, D.A. Davidson & Co.

Chairman, Plum Creek Timber Co.
IBD/jm

Davidson Building « 8 Third St. N. « P.O. Box 5015 » Great Falls, MT 59403 « (406) 791-7400 « 1-800-332-5915 = FAX {406} 268-3007
www dadavidsoncompanies.com



March 19, 2007

Rep. Rick Jore, Chair

House Education Committee
Montana House of Representatives
Capitol Station

Helena, MT 59620

Chairman Jore and Members of the Education Committee:

As a member of the business community, I know that education is not an expense to our
state, but an investment in the future of Montana. Accordingly, the past decade of
reductions in this investment has negatively impacted our economy.

The workforce of tomorrow depends on the education our children receive today. Full-
Time Kindergarten is the most effective way to give our kids a critical early start in their
education. That early start is vital to many children's academic, intellectual and social
development, providing them the best opportunity to acquire the skills and confidence
necessary to achieve their potential. Without it, too many of them will never be able to
catch up to their classmates academically and will fall farther and farther behind. The
costs associated with increased assignment to Special Education classes, remedial
education and high school dropouts are much greater than what you are asked to invest
now in Full-Time Kindergarten.

I took on a lead role in Billings to convince our community that investing in education
now will lead to a better workforce tomorrow, and will consequently help attract new
businesses into our state. I am convinced that Full-Time Kmdergarten is a vitally
important component to economic development in Montana.

I ask for your support of SB123.

gl ﬁ;n)

Lyle‘and Toril Knight

Linda McCulloch, Suporintendent

Distributed by: OP| et on behalf of Lyle Knight, CEO, First Interstate BancSystem, Inc.
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Montana Proposal for
Full-Time Kindergarten

« Increase academic success for all students
+ Parental Control

« Local Control:
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Kindergarten Today

. Nationally, 63% of all kindergarten students attend Full-

Time Kindergarten (six hours a day, fi ve days a week)

- 98% of all chlldren in the U.S. attend at least half—day
kindergarten -

+ The State of Montana Currently rovndes half time ANB

~funding for all kmdergarten students

«..Only about 28% of Montana kmclergarten students have
the opt:on of attendlng a full-time program
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Academic Success

If I child isn't reading at grade level by the
end of third grade it is very difficult and
very expensive to catch up in later grades.

B Up through/ the third grade, kids" ére Ieaming

to read. After thlrd grade kids are readlng
tolearn. = ‘-
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Percentage of Children in
Full-Time Kindergarten in the U.S.
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Data taken from the Education Commission of the States (ECS), 2005.
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Academic Benefits:

. Gr?ater progress in literacy, math and general learning
skills

. SIgmflcant galns in social and emotional development
« Higher scores on achievement tests
» Reduced behavioral problems

+ . Significantly stronger academic gains in k|ndergarten
year than their half-day counterparts )

+ Positive effect on short and long-term student
achievement

+ "Students exhibit more independent fearning, classroom
involvement and productivity
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Economic Benefits

A significantly higher level of schooling completed
Significantly higher monthly earnings at age 27
Significantly higher percentages of home ownership

A significantly lower percentage recelvmg social
services

Significantly fewer arrests by age 27
Supports working families
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Dropout Rates

Dropout Rates for Select Race/Ethnicity
Categories for Grades 9-12
2000-01 to 2005-06

001 02 2002-03 2003-04 2005-06
@ American Indian 10.0% 8.1% 8.1% 8.4% 82%
@ White 31% 3.1% 28% 27% 3.0%
O Statewide 38% 36% 3.4% 3.3% 36%
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At-Risk/Dropout Prevention

Significantly helps to close academic achlevement
gaps for both low-income and minority children.

'+ Poor and minority students especially benefit from

participation in full-time program

. Slgmflcantly hlgher report of homework completed at %

-age 15

-+ For low-lncome chlldren, the longer school day

provides increased opportunities for good nutrition

- Research ol Early Childhood Education, Northwast Rogloiai Labs, School Improvament Research Serles 1989
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Cost Savings to Schools
- Reduction of high cost students by fewer ’
grade retentions and speclal educatlon
placements

+ Cost savings in'eIEMinetloh of mid‘-d‘ay‘ buses
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2004-05 CRT Test Results:
‘'Reading scores of 4t Grade Students
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 Student Adjustment
; Students adjust to fonger days in school without any
major difficulties - -

3 Pregares students for successful transition to first
grade .

+ NO detrimental effects to attending full-time
kindergarten -

» Students have time to focus on activities, reflect on
activities, and transition between activities.
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Montana BiII Overview - SB123:

+'Authorize the state full payment for each
. student enrolled in Full-Time Kindergarten
- instead of the half payment they currently
receive.

» The cost is estimated at $25 million for the 2009
biennium and $10 million in one-time only
startup costs for districts to overcome initial
implementation barriers.

« Nota new program an enhancement of an
R exlstmg program.
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Now is the time for Full-Time
Kindergarten in Montana.

It’s about
145,416 public school kids!

sSB 123
Academic Success
Parental Control
Local Control

: . 6
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~Montana Bill Overview - SB123
Parental Control

+-Preserve parental rights. Parents are not
" “required to enroll their children in public school
until they reach the age of 7. .-

+ Full-Time Kindergerten is pro-family
+ Voluntary Enrollment

+_ Parents will decide if their child is ready for full- ,

©time, half-time or no kindergarten at all
* Supports working families
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Montana Bill Overview - SB123
Local Control

. Maintain local control :

. Schools wrll not be requured to offer full-time
kmdergarten

» Local School Boards have the option to
provide Full-Time Kindergarten based on the
district's budget, facilities, staff and local
needs '

P Montans Ofce o Putiic nstruction 15
Linds McCulloch Suparintandent’ www.oplmigov

The Office of Public fnstruction is

itted to equal

necessary and appropriate steps to insure that the workplace and OP1 programs and services are free of discriminati

ity and nondiscriminatory access to all our programs and services, and will take

and sexual b

For information or to file a complaint, contact Kathy Bramer, OP Tidle IX/EEQ Coordinator at 406-444-3181 or KBramer@mt.gov.




